
MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
 
Genesis 31:1-13                                               January 9, 2011 
 
3 Then the LORD said to Jacob, "Go back to the land of your fathers and to 
your relatives, and I will be with you." 
 

“His Word for Your Day” 
Trust Always  

 
1.  When Trust Doesn’t Works 

 
• Hugs and kisses/ Handshakes & pats on back, at first 
 

As soon as Laban heard the news about Jacob, his sister’s son, he 
hurried to meet him. He embraced him and kissed him and brought 
him to his home. Genesis 29:13 
 

• Final year of the contract or 2 year extension 
 

o Leah and Rachel 
 
o Jacob said to Laban, “Send me on my way so I can go back to 

my homeland.” Genesis 30:25 
 

o But Laban said to him, “If I have found favor in your eyes, 
please stay … the LORD has blessed me because of you…. 
Name your wages and I will pay them” Genesis 30:27-28 

 
o The story about the speckled goats, white branches 

 
• Buying out the contract 

o When not successful 
1 Jacob heard that Laban's sons were saying, "Jacob has taken 
everything our father owned and has gained all this wealth from what 
belonged to our father." 2 And Jacob noticed that Laban's attitude 
toward him was not what it had been. Genesis 31 

 
o When successful 

9 So God has taken away your father's livestock and has given them to 
me. Genesis 31 

 
2.  When Trust Always Works 
 

• When the one you trust in is trustworthy 
 
• When the one you trust in is the LORD 
 

o The LORD knows what’s going on 
6 You know that I've worked for your father with all my strength,  
12 … for I have seen all that Laban has been doing to you. Genesis 31  
 

o The LORD controls what’s going on 
7 yet your father has cheated me by changing my wages ten times. 
However, God has not allowed him to harm me. Genesis 31 

 
12 And he said, 'Look up and see that all the male goats mating with 
the flock are streaked, speckled or spotted…13 I am the God of Bethel, 
where you anointed a pillar and where you made a vow to me. 

 
3 Then the LORD said to Jacob, "Go back to the land of your fathers 
and to your relatives, and I will be with you." Genesis 31 
 

For the rest of the story: Read this week’s sections in the One Year 
Chronological Bible 
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